PARISH COUNCIL OF SANDHURST, KENT

Please reply to Julie Horan, Parish Clerk, Old School, Back Road, Sandhurst, Kent TN18 5JS 01580-850273

Approved Minutes
Parish Council Meeting 10 June 2025

In Attendance:

Cllr Mark Griggs (Chairman) (MG) ClIr Caroline Wood (CW)
ClIr Christopher Robinson (Vice-Chairman) | Clir Naomi Scott-Mackie (NSM)
(CR)
Clir David Rogers (DR) Julie Horan (Clerk) (JH)
ClIr Julie Griggs (JG) Borough CliIr Ellen Neville
Clir Katherine O'Neil (KO) Borough Clir Tom Dawlins
Clir Denis O'Neil (DO) County ClIr Claudine Russell
Item:
1. Apologies for Absence
Clir Adam Kerry (AK), Borough Clir Beverley Palmer
2. Declarations of Interest
Councillors were reminded that they must inform the Monitoring Officer of any
changes to their Notification of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests.
e DR Allotments — Allotment plot holder
e KO Allotments — Allotment plot holder
e DO Allotments — Allotment plot holder
3. Approval of Minutes
To resolve that the Minutes of the annual meeting of the Council held on 13
May 2025 are a true record of the meeting. Members were reminded the only
issue relating to the minutes that can be discussed is their accuracy.
e DR proposed; KO seconded, it was agreed by those present that the
minutes were a true record of the meeting.
4. Councillor Intervention
Clir Claudine Russell: Has been chasing up the parish HIP plan. Within KCC
there have been a lot of training and meetings.
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Clir Tom Dawlins: NP Consultation has finished. The other consultation that
has just been completed is RVP, pleasingly, the public has come up with the
same ideas as the RVP Managing and Property agents had, so plans can be
drawn up rather more promptly.

Clir Ellen Neville: A report was sent before the meeting. In terms of the
Climate Action Group, could a sign be put up by Trafalgar Wood before
Midsummer Madness to request volunteers for the clearing up of Trafalgar
Wood? The PC agreed.

EN felt compelled to approach the leader of the Borough Council to request
that he write to the Chief Exec of KCC to say TW would not be sharing data
with them under any circumstances (KCC is looking to access data on TW
residents). On Monday, the leader responded to EN to say that it was being
done.

Finance and accounts

Accounts:
To approve accounts retrospectively for payments from 01 May to 31 May
2025
To receive details of receipts from 01 May to 31 May 2025

¢ DR proposed to agree payments and receipts for May 2025 ; DO

seconded - all present agreed.

To note the bank reconciliation at 31 May 2025

¢ CR confirmed that the reconciliation had been checked and signed.
Forecast: Unexpected items are cropping up that are costing money, which is
eroding our wiggle room. There is some money available in the budget for
the repainting of the Clocktower. After some discussion, it was decided to
carry this forward to the next financial year. At present, there will be a deficit
of about £2,200. This is nothing to worry about at present, but available
funds are not a bottomless pit.

Playing Field/Pavilion/Car Park/Toilet Block

Fencing: DR obtained a revised quote from the one presented at the last
meeting. The revised quote for the knee fencing around the car park edge is
£6,150.
e MG proposed to accept the quote of £6,150 ; CR seconded — all present

agreed, apart from KO, who abstained.
MG/JH to look into paying into the insurance policy in the event of
unauthorised access to parish land.
Playing Field Grass: Top Dressing — Carried forward to the next meeting.
Bike Ramps: Children have made bike ramps on the playing field. These
ramps are dangerous and have nails protruding from the wood. The
children/parent have said they would remove the wood by the end of the
week. The PC has said they will look at the options available for bike ramps,
though at present, there is no provision in the budget for the current year.
Clir Wood and Mr Wood will meet with the children to discuss their
requirements and come up with some options.
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RIG Safety Sign: A quote has been received for £28 for a safety sign to be
made.
e MG proposed to accept the quote ; CR seconded — all present agreed

7. Old Orchard Play Area
Vandalised Fencing: After inspecting the vandalised fencing, it has been
decided to close the play area until the fencing can be repaired. The damaged
fencing is to be removed and temporarily replaced with Heras fencing to
prevent unauthorised access until the funds can be found to make permanent
repairs.
e MG proposed to close the play area until repairs are made ; JG
seconded — all present agreed.
Grass Matting: Carried forward to the next meeting - CR
8. Speed Watch Report
We had 3 outings this time, of 829 passing vehicles 50 offenders were
recorded (6.9%).
JG got the data from the Police Speed Van:
October 2024, 5 visits, 123 offenders
November 2024, 5 visits, 265 offenders
December 2024, 3 visits, 45 offenders
January 2025, 3 visits, 116 offenders
February 2025, 3 visits, 120 offenders
March 2025, 4 visits, 44 offenders
April 2025, 2 visits, 22 offenders
9. Bench Lower Green
JG/CW measured the tree a 2.2 meter bench would be the correct size to fit
around the tree on the Lower Green. Danny Mayall has said he would relay
the base free of charge, which was very good of him. The cost of the bench
would be £990, plus a fitting kit for the bench is £27.50. In the first instance,
grant funding will be attempted. In the event the grant application is refused,
then the PC will purchase the bench out of funds that were put aside in the
budget.
e CW proposed that the bench is purchased costing £1,017.50 if the
grant application is refused ; JG seconded — all present agreed
10. Pay Scales
The council’s “"Remuneration Committee” have suggested the clerk's salary be
increased by 1 point on the Local Government pay scale. This should be
considered an interim adjustment pending results from the wider
benchmarking exercise.
e MG proposed to accept the increase ; KO seconded — all present agreed
11. Allotments

Following on from the monthly walk round conducted by JH & KO, there was
one plot found to be in awful condition, despite a warning sent to the plot
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holder at the end of April. The Tenancy of this plot has now been terminated.
The plot holder has been given until 22" June 2025 to clear their belonging
off. Itis proposed that any new tenant willing to take on that particular plot
will not have to pay rent for that plot until September 2026 in lieu of clearing
the plot.

At present, there is only one available plot at the allotments.

KO has spoken to someone in Cranbrook regarding setting up a Community
Garden. This person has agreed to speak at the Annual Parish meeting to
provide more information.

12. Bollards
No quotes have been received yet. Carried forward to the next meeting CR
13. OSH Window Replacement

A quote has been received from the contractor undertaking the painting of the
OSH at the request of the PC for £3740.00. JH will contact the contractor to
make sure the inside and outside of the building will be made good where the
window is replaced, as this was not mentioned in the quote.

e KO proposed to accept the quote of £3740 ; DO seconded — all present

agreed

Whilst there is a scaffold erected, DO suggested that the contractor could
move the vent for the extractor fan, which currently vents over a neighbouring
property. DR will contact the contractor to request.
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14.

Litter Bin — Old Orchard

TW has said the missing bin is not their responsibility. As there is a bin at the
other end of the footpath, the decision was taken not to replace the bin and
the remainder of the missing bin will be removed.
e MG proposed to remove the remainder of the bin ; CR seconded — all
present agreed

15.

Privacy/GDPR

JH is in the process of drawing up a policy. Carried forward to the next
meeting

16.

UK SPF Grant

Grant funding will be requested for the benches, plus possible additional
benches that need replacing. The only downside is that the application needs
to be submitted within the next two days.
Also, an additional grant application will be submitted for the acoustic
dampeners in the OSH.
e MG proposed to apply for grant funding for these two items ; CW
seconded — all present agreed

17.

Laptop

A new laptop was purchased for the Clerk after the existing one was deemed
beyond repair. Retrospective approval is required for the purchase price of
£574 for the new laptop.
e MG proposed to accept retrospective approval for the purchase costing
£574.00 ; JG seconded — all present agreed

18.

Planning

There will be an opportunity for members of the public to speak for a
maximum of 3 minutes before the planning applications are discussed.
Please remember a parish council is a statutory consultee in the planning
process but has no statutory powers - only the right to comment.

There were no planning applications received in time to be added to the
agenda. However, since the agenda was published, there have been a few
applications received. There is no planning meeting scheduled this month
because of the Annual Parish meeting. All councillors agreed that an
Extraordinary Planning meeting should be called to allow councillors to discuss
the outstanding applications, as they cannot wait until the next scheduled
meeting in July. The date agreed for the extraordinary meeting is Monday,
239 June 2025 at 7pm in the OSH.

17.

Correspondence to Clerk

A resident spoke to a councillor regarding a dangerous, broken tree stump on
the Upper Green. This stump has now been removed.

An allotment holder has requested that they use shingle on the pathways
within their allotment plot. 7he councillors agreed this was ok.
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An email was received regarding the hedges and brambles growing over
pavements.

A message will be posted on the village Facebook page requesting residents to
keep brambles and nettles cut back.

18. Public Intervention

None.

19. | Date of Next Meeting

24 June 2025 — Annual Parish Meeting
08 July 2025
August 2025 - No meeting

Mark Griggs CC: For Information
Chairman, Sandhurst Parish Council County CliIr Claudine
Russell Borough CliIr
Ellen Neville

Borough Clir Beverley Palmer
Borough Clir Tom Dawlings
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