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SANDHURST PARISH COUNCIL 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Approved Minutes  
Parish Council Meeting 13 January 2026 

 
Present: Cllr Mark Griggs (Chair) (MG) Cllr Christopher Robinson (Vice Chair) CR 

Cllr David Rogers (DR)  Cllr Adam Kerry (AK) – Left 20.47 
Cllr Julie Griggs (JG)   Mrs Julie Horan – Clerk (JH) 
Cllr Naomi Scott-Mackie  Borough Cllr Ellen Neville 
Cllr Chris Hutton   1 Member of Public 
    

 
1. Apologies for Absence 
 Cllr Caroline Wood, Borough Cllr Beverley Palmer, County Cllr Claudine Russell 
 
2. Declarations of Interest 

To receive Declarations of Interest on Agenda items and Members are reminded that they 
must inform the Monitoring Officer of any changes to their Notification of Disclosable 
Pecuniary Interests. 

• DR Allotments 
 
3. Resignation of Councillor 

Cllr Katherine O’Neil has resigned as parish councillor.  The council requested the clerk 
wrote and thank her for all her hard work and commitment during her time on the council.  
Katherine has said she is happy to complete the Neighbourhood Plan, which was felt was 
the best idea as Katherine has been involved since the beginning. 
 

4. Approval of Minutes 
To resolve that the Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 09 December 2025 are a 
true record of the meeting. The only issue relating to the minutes that can be discussed is 
their accuracy. 

• CR proposed; AK seconded, it was agreed by those present that the minutes were a 
true record of the meeting.  

 
5. Councillor Intervention  

Borough Councillor Ellen Neville: The new unitary authorities are expected to conduct a 
boundary review in due course, possibly after 2028.  The parish of Sandhurst should be 
unaffected, although the ward with Hawkhurst and Benenden could possibly change shape. 
Roll out of Better Care Grants, relocation and warm homes is having a revamp.  Ellen will 
forward the information so that it can be communicated to as many people as possible. 
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6. Finance & Accounts 
To approve accounts retrospectively for payment from 01 December 2025 to 31 December 
2025 
To receive details of receipts from 01 December 2025 to 31 December 2025 

• DR proposed to agree the accounts for December ; CH seconded – all present 
agreed 

To note the bank reconciliation at 31 December 2025 
• CR confirmed that the reconciliation has been checked and signed. 

 
Forecast: The forecast was discussed, very little has changed. 
Charitable Donations for 2025/26 
 Kent Air Ambulance £500 
 Hospice in the Weald £150 
 Royal British Legion £150 
JH will make enquiries regarding the cutting of the church yard grass and come back to the 
council. 
It was decided that if Sandhurst Primary School have a requirement, they should request a 
donation by writing to the clerk. 
Donation Received: A resident has very kindly made a donation of £500 towards the 
fund for Acoustic Panels in the OSH.   

• JG proposed that the donation should be placed in Earmarked Reserves for the 
purchase of Acoustic Panels ; CR seconded – all present agreed 

 
7. Internal Auditor 2025/26 

• DR proposed to appoint Mr Lionel Robins as the Internal Auditor for the 2025/26 
audit ; AK seconded – all present agreed 

 
8. Assertion 10 
 The Accessibility Statement was circulated before the meeting. 

• CR proposed to adopt Accessibility Statement ; NSM Seconded – all present agreed 
The IT Policy was circulated before the meeting. 

• CH proposed to adopt the IT Policy ; JG seconded – all present agreed 
 
9. Grass Cutting Tender 

The grass cutting contract was re tendered during December, 3 contractors were contacted 
(Appendix 1). 
Contractor A  - No response 
Contractor B - £10,693.05  
Contractor C - £10,050.00 
It was noted that Contractor C only had £2,500,000 public liability insurance and 
£3,000,000 was indicated on the Tender document.  After discussion it was decided to 
accept Contractor C’s quote and revise the limit for the Public Liability Insurance. 

• DR proposed to award the contract to Contractor C quote ; MG seconded – all 
present agreed. 

 
10. Tree Survey 

JH has been in touch with the contractor, and this will be carried out before the end of 
January 2026. 
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11.  Bike Track 
77 responses were received to the survey carried out, most of which were positive.  The 
pre application has been submitted to TWBC and there will be a meeting with TW Planning 
in due course. 

 
12. Bench Locations  
 This is being progressed and will be completed before the end of January 2026. 
 
14. Pavilion Water 

DR has been in contact with companies regarding this and will have more information for 
the next meeting. 

 
15. Speedwatch 

1 outing in which there were 26 offenders out of 237 passing vehicles, which is 11% 
overall. 

 
16. Old Orchard Play Area 
 Waiting for revised quotes.  Carried forward to the next meeting. 
 
17. Social Media 

Setting up a Parish Council Facebook page was discussed after NSM circulated a document 
detailing the benefits of having a Parish Council operated page. 

• NSM proposed the Clerk sets up a PC Facebook page ; JG seconded – all present 
agreed. 

 
18. Disabled Parking – Old School Hall 

The provision of a disabled parking bay was discussed. Due to the very limited parking 
available at the OSH, it was felt that any signage indicating disabled parking would likely be 
ignored. Additionally, there is no practical way for the Parish Council to enforce such a 
restriction.  It was therefore decided not to progress with this. 

 
19. Allotment Society Chair 

Following the resignation of Cllr Katherine O’Neil there is a vacancy for a Chair for the 
Allotment Society.  JH to contact the Allotment holders to see if one of the plot holders 
would like to fill the vacancy. 

  
20. OSH - Acoustics 

A donation has been received towards the acoustic panels but grant funding will be needed 
to make up the rest of the funding.  Grant funding is under continuous review and when 
identified an application will be submitted. 

 
21. Litter Pick Equipment 

It was agreed that the equipment should not be lent to residents outside of the scheduled 
litter picks. The reasons for this decision were: 
Lending the equipment could be construed as council consent, and any individual 
borrowing it would then need to be appropriately insured. 
The clerk’s time constraints would make managing the lending of equipment impractical. 
 
The next scheduled litter pick is Saturday 14th March 2026. 
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22. Planning 

There will be an opportunity for members of the public to speak for a maximum of 3 
minutes before the planning applications are discussed.  
Please remember a parish council is a statutory consultee in the planning process but has 
no statutory powers - only the right to comment. 
 
Application:   25/02941/FULL  

 Proposal:  Single storey side extension; replacement of timber shingle cladding with white 
Weatherboarding. 
Address: St Francis , Rye Road, Sandhurst, Cranbrook, Kent, TN18 5JL  
This application was discussed and no comments were made. 

 
23. Correspondence to the Clerk 
 There was no correspondence received. 
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