PARISH COUNCIL OF SANDHURST, KENT

Please reply to Julie Horan, Parish Clerk, Old School, Back Road, Sandhurst, Kent TN18 5JS 01580-850273

Approved Minutes

Extraordinary Planning Committee Meeting

23 June 2025

In Attendance:

Clir D Rogers (DR) (Chairman) Clir C Wood (CW)

Clir C Robinson (CR) Clir J Griggs (JG)

Clir M Griggs (MG) Mrs J Horan (Clerk & Proper Officer) (JH)
MOP: 11

1. | Apologies

Apologies received from Clir A Kerry, Clir K O'Neil, Clir D O'Neil

2. | Declarations of Interest

Councillors were reminded that they must inform the Monitoring Officer of any
changes to their Notification of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests.

25/01210/LAWPRO — DR, Neighbour

3. | Public Intervention

h W

There were 11 members of the public present.
3 Residents spoke to voice their concerns over application 25/00555/FULL, the
following comments were made:

1.

Reduced scope of site development does not change the basic reasons for
refusal and all previous comments still stand relating to breaches of policy,
etc.

It still has a major impact on the AONB. E.g., Raising of land levels,
lighting, general urbanisation, etc.

Site is still outside the Limit of Built Development.

Applicant does not own the site. This is an Isle of Man registered
company.

Applicant lives in Maidstone and has recently benefited from being granted
permission for an additional mobile home and is living at that address.
Restricted Planning Policy provisions for travellers are only available to
individuals, not registered companies.
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7. No end users have been identified to justify the development.

8. TWBC 5 Year Gypsy and Traveller plan accounts for any necessary sites.
Updated plan states ‘there would be surplus provision of pitches for the
period April 2024 to March 2035'.

9. Further trees and hedges would need to be removed from the ancient
hedgerow to satisfy KCC Highways' vision splay requirement, leading to
further opening up of the site.

10.Vehicle movement will increase. Comments about horse servicing in
additional documents are not relevant as the land is never used for
grazing, and existing servicing is from Bodiam Road.

11.Land not allocated for traveller site in the Local Plan.

12. Still breaches many parts of the Planning Policy for Traveller Sites.

Application:

Application: 25/00555/FULL

Proposal: Change of use for the stationing of one static home & one touring
caravan for Gypsy / Traveller occupation. Retention of existing access; provision
of hard & soft landscaping.

Address: Land East Of, Silverden Lane, Sandhurst, Cranbrook, Kent

Together with quite a few of our parishioners within the village, the Parish Council
have made extensive comments regarding the original application validated on 8t
April 2025.

Although the revised details seek to reduce the number of residential units on this
site, none of the concerns raised appear to have been considered by the
applicant.

Some comments have been returned by the Applicant's Agent regarding issues
raised by KCC Highways. However, it is felt that these comments are incorrect in
two regards when referring to the existing entrance being in existence and not
requiring permission to be installed. No mention has been made regarding the
Enforcement Action in force at this time, to reinstate the native hedgerow
removed without prior permission.

When checking the Land Registry details for this area of land, it is evident that
access is provided via an existing entrance off Silverden Lane, some 50m north of
the site.

The Applicant's Agent has not provided any details to answer KCC Highways'
concerns regarding how safe and suitable access is to be achieved or how surface
water from the highway will be dealt with.

Since the Parish Council returned their original comments on 30t April 2025,
another

26 individual comments have been lodged on the Tunbridge Wells Planning
Portal.

The Councillors of Sandhurst Parish Council ask that each one is given the weight
that it deserves by the LPA. And that the joint reply submitted by the Rural
Planning Practice dated 19t June 2025 is reviewed in light of the planning policy
in force at this time.
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Sandhurst Parish Council cannot support this application and will ask that it is
refused.

Application: 25/01334/FULL

Proposal: Removal of Condition 8 (requirement for annexe to be used for
ancillary purposes/annexe use only in conjunction with the residential use of the
new dwelling) of Planning Permission 22/03083/FULL.

Address: Croften, Lomas Lane, Sandhurst, Cranbrook, Kent, TN18 5PT

The Parish Council had reservations regarding the original planning application,
for a New Build Dwelling in Lomas Lane. However, these concerns were accepted
as the applicant sought to build a multi age property to care for elderly family
relatives.

Since the original application 22/03083/Full was approved for construction with a
granny annexe, a subsequent application 25/00576 to separate the driveway
access was submitted and refused by the LPA.

The Planning Officer made the following comments:-

"To grant permission for this would undermine the very principle on which
permission was granted for the replacement dwelling under 22/03083/FULL less
than three years ago.”

Sandhurst Parish Council is of the opinion that the same rationale should be
applied to this application and would recommend that the application be refused
and the original permission be completed.

Application: 25/01219/LAWPRO

Proposal: Lawful Development Certificate (Proposed) - single storey extension
and alterations to fenestration.

Address: Bee Corner, 7 Millers Meadow, Sandhurst, Cranbrook, Kent.

The Parish Council has no concerns regarding this modest extension, even if it is
to be constructed on a relatively new build dwelling.

Julie Horan CC: For Information

Clerk to Sandhurst Parish Council County CllIr Claudine Russell
Borough Clir Ellen Neville
Borough ClIr Beverley Palmer
Borough Clir Tom Dawlings
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