PARISH COUNCIL OF SANDHURST, KENT

Please reply to Julie Horan, Parish Clerk, Old School, Back Road, Sandhurst, Kent TN18 5]S 01580-850273

Approved Minutes
Parish Council Meeting 11 November 2025

In Attendance:

Clir Mark Griggs (Chairman) (MG) ClIr Julie Griggs (JG)

Clir David Rogers (DR) ClIr Katherine O'Neil (KO) until 8.30pm
Cllr Adam Kerry (AK) until 8.45pm Cllr Naomi Scott-Mackie (NSM)

ClIr Caroline Wood (CW) Julie Horan (Clerk) (JH)

Item:

1. Apologies for Absence

Clir Christopher Robinson (Vice-Chairman) (CR), Borough Clir Beverley Palmer, County
ClIr Claudine Russell, Borough Clir Ellen Neville, Borough Clir Tom Dawlings

Declarations of Interest

Councillors were reminded that they must inform the Monitoring Officer of any
changes to their Notification of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests.

e DR Allotments — Allotment plot holder

e KO Allotments — Allotment plot holder

Approval of Minutes

To resolve that the Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 14 October 2025
are a true record of the meeting. The only issue relating to the minutes that can be
discussed is their accuracy.
e KO proposed; AK seconded, it was agreed by those present that the minutes
were a true record of the meeting.

Councillor Intervention

A member’s report from EN & CR were circulated before the meeting.

Finance and accounts

Accounts:
To approve accounts retrospectively for payment from 01 October 2025 to 31 October
2025
To receive details of receipts from 01 October 2025 to 31 October 2025
e DR proposed to agree the accounts for October 2025 ; AK seconded — all
present agreed.
To note the bank reconciliation at 31 October 2025
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¢ CR confirmed before the meeting that the reconciliation for October 2025 had
been checked and signed.
Forecast: The forecast was discussed; we are in much the same position as last
month.
Budget Items 2026/27: ]G requested money that was included in the budget for
cleaning the war memorial.
6. Privacy/GDPR
GDPR, Assertion 10 in the 2025/26 Annual Governance and Accountability Return
(AGAR) — Carried to next meeting
Review and approve Social Media Policy — Carried to next meeting
7. Pavilion
Water System: This was discussed at length. DR has contacted three consultants
and received one reply.
e MG proposed to engage the consultant at a cost of £180 to get a plan and a
scope of works ; CW seconded — all present agreed
8. Grass Cutting Contracts
Draft document for review — carried to the next meeting.
9. Old Orchard Play Area/Playing Field
Review/Approve quote received for replacement swing seat — carried to the next
meeting.
10. Tree Surveys
Three contractors have been contacted to request a quote for a tree survey — CF to
the next meeting.
11. Pump Track
A planning questionnaire has been drawn up. This will be circulated around the
village to survey residents regarding the installation of a pump track at the playing
fields. The deadline for survey returns is 15" December 2025.
12. Speed Watch
No report given.
13. Benches
The locations for the replacement benches are Sandhurst Close, Lower Green by
Kemps, Recreation ground. AK is going to make enquiries regarding the fourth bench.
The fifth bench will be decided at the next meeting.
14. Adult Gym Equipment
Two quotes have been received for the annual safety inspection for the adult gym
equipment.
Quote A: £83 per 5 items, £4 per additional item
Quote B: £420 includes all gym equipment currently installed
e DR proposed to go with Quote A ; MG seconded — all present agreed

Page 2 of 4




15.

Planning

There will be an opportunity for members of the public to speak for a maximum of 3
minutes before the planning applications are discussed.

Please remember a parish council is a statutory consultee in the planning process but
has no statutory powers - only the right to comment.

Appeal: 25/00576/FULL

Proposal: Separate access for the new dwelling, approved under 22/03083/FULL &
change of use of Crofton from annexe to dwellinghouse, together with single storey
extension (linked to appeal APP/M2270/W/25/3374474).

Address: Croften Lomas Lane Sandhurst

PINS Ref No: APP/M2270/W/25/3374473

Appeal: 25/01334/FULL

Proposal: Removal of Condition 8 (requirement for annexe to be used for ancillary
purposes/annexe use only in conjunction with the residential use of the new dwelling)
of Planning Permission 22/03083/FULL (linked to appeal APP/M2270/W/25/3374473).
Address: Croften Lomas Lane Sandhurst

PINS Ref No: APP/M2270/W/25/3374474

Response submitted to the Planning Inspectorate:

25/01334/FULL 29 October 2025 Removal of Condition 8 (requirement for annexe to
be used for ancillary purposes/annexe use only in conjunction with the residential use
of the new dwelling) of Planning Permission 22/03083/FULL (linked to appeal
APP/M2270/W/25/3374473).

Sandhurst Parish Council discussed the original application above on the 13th
December 2022, and had no comments due to the nature of the proposed
development and the applicant's wish to accommodate three generations on a single
site, outlined in the applicant's planning statement as follows:-

“Supporting Statement Relating to Proposed dwelling to be constructed for family and
existing bungalow to be used as granny annexe

The property was purchased by Mr & Mrs Bowie and their family earlier this year due
to the site having the potential to accommodate the three generations, including
grandparents and children.

The land contains a small single storey bungalow that will be used to accommodate
grandparents, which is ideal due to its compact size and the majority of living space
being on one level — see photograph below:-

It is important to recognise that the proposal is effectively for a replacement dwelling
as the small existing property is being retained as an annexe.”

Sandhurst Parish Council fully support the reasoning given by the LPA for refusal, to
split the development into two separate dwellings:-

“The application was refused for the following two reasons:

1. The proposal would, through the retention of Crofton as a separate planning unit
(for which planning permission was granted for a new dwelling as a replacement
under reference 22/03083/FULL) undermine the basis on which that permission was
granted by creating a new dwelling in an unsustainable location where there are
limited alternatives to private car use, outside of the Limits to Built Development. It
would thus be contrary to saved Policies H10 and LBD1 of the Tunbridge Wells
Borough Local Plan

2006, Core Policy 6 of the Tunbridge Wells Borough Core Strategy Development Plan
Document 2010, policy AL/STR1 of the Site Allocations Local Plan 2016, emerging
Policies STR1, STR6 and H10 of the Submission Local Plan 2021 and the National
Planning Policy Framework 2024 (amended 2025).
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2. The proposed development would result in a harmful suburbanising impact upon
the character and appearance of the countryside, thereby failing to protect the natural
beauty and special character of the High Weald National Landscape and resulting in a
harmful encroachment of development into the countryside, without any benefits to
offset that harm. It would thus be contrary to saved Policies LBD1, EN1, 2.”

If the original application had been for a New Build 5 Bed property, outside the village
envelope. It is doubtful if the Parish Council would have looked favourably at this
development.

Could the Parish Council also highlighted that agreement was reached to install a
temporary access for construction of Whitecroft, could the inspector remind the
applicant of the temporary aspect of this access within their summing up of this case.

16. Correspondence to the Clerk
A request was received from the Twinning Association for a donation towards hosting
the French when they visit Sandhurst in 2026.
The Council noted that this matter has been discussed and rejected previously. The
view of the Council is that it would be unfair to make a donation to one club or society
without offering the same support to all organisations in the village.

23. Date of Next Meeting
03 December 2025 - Precept Meeting
09 December 2025

Mark Griggs CC: For Information

Chairman, Sandhurst Parish Council County ClIr Claudine Russell

Borough ClIr Ellen Neville
Borough ClIr Beverley Palmer
Borough Clir Tom Dawlings
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