PARISH COUNCIL OF SANDHURST, KENT

Please reply to Julie Horan, Parish Clerk, Old School, Back Road, Sandhurst, Kent TN18 5JS 01580-850273

Approved Minutes
Parish Council Meeting 09 September 2025

In Attendance:
Clir Christopher Robinson (Vice-Chairman)  Clir Naomi Scott-Mackie (NSM)

(CR)

Cllr Adam Kerry (AK) Julie Horan (Clerk) (JH)

Clir David Rogers (DR)

Item:

1. Apologies for Absence
Clir Caroline Wood (CW), Cllr Mark Griggs (Chairman) (MG), ClIr Julie Griggs
(JG), ClIr Katherine O'Neil (KO), Clir Denis O'Neil (DO), Borough Clir Beverley
Palmer, Borough Clir Ellen Neville

2. Declarations of Interest
Councillors were reminded that they must inform the Monitoring Officer of any
changes to their Notification of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests.

e DR Allotments — Allotment plot holder
3. Approval of Minutes

To resolve that the Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 08 July 2025
are a true record of the meeting. The only issue relating to the minutes that
can be discussed is their accuracy.
e CR proposed; NSM seconded, it was agreed by those present that the
minutes were a true record of the meeting.
To resolve that the Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 29
July 2025 are a true record of the meeting. The only issue relating to the
minutes that can be discussed is their accuracy.
e DR proposed; CR seconded, it was agreed by those present that the
minutes were a true record of the meeting.
To resolve that the Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 26
August 2025 are a true record of the meeting. The only issue relating to the
minutes that can be discussed is their accuracy.

Page 1 of 5



e DR proposed; CR seconded, it was agreed by those present that the
minutes were a true record of the meeting.

Councillor Intervention

Finance and accounts
Accounts:
To approve accounts retrospectively for payment from 01 July 2025 to 31 July
2025 & 01 August 2025 to 31 August 2025
To receive details of receipts from 01 July 2025 to 31 July 2025 & 01 August
2025 to 31 August 2025
e DR proposed to agree the accounts for July & August 2025 ; AK
seconded — all present agreed.
To note the bank reconciliation at 31 July 2025 & 31 August 2025
e CR confirmed that the reconciliation for July & August had been
checked and signed.
Forecast: The forecast was discussed. Caution was expressed about the
deteriorating position of the finances. Options will be looked at to cut costs
for the pavilion and will be included on the October agenda for discussion.
Budget Items 2026/27: JH to send an email to councillors requesting
items to be considered.
Local Services Pay Agreement:
e CR proposed to accept to pay agreement ; DR seconded — all present
agreed
External Audit: The external audit report has not been received back yet, so
we will carry it forward to October.

Privacy/GDPR
The GDPR/Privacy Policy’s were circulated before the meeting.
e NSM proposed to accept the policies ; DR seconded — all present
agreed
DR raised one query: a social media policy was required. JH will write one and
bring it to the next meeting for approval.
GDPR Compliant Storage: Three quotes were requested:
Quote 1:
Total ongoing annual costs £378.00
One off set up and data migration costs £406.25
Quote 2:
Total ongoing annual costs £678.48
One off set up and data migration costs £140.00
Quote 3:
No response to the enquiry.
e DR proposed to accept Quote 1 ; NSM seconded — all present agreed

ROSPA Report
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

The ROSPA report was circulated, frustrating as these are items that keep
cropping up and are supposed to have been remedied. CR & JH will check the
play areas against the reports to see what needs to be actioned.

Timetable Hedge Cutting
e CR proposed the hedges should be cut on or just after 1t September
each year unless the hedges are causing an obstruction on footpaths ;
AK seconded — all present agreed

Grass Cutting Contracts
DR to send JH the spec for the grass cutting so it can be reviewed before
bringing it back to the October meeting for agreement.

Old Orchard Play Area/Playing Field

Review/Approve quote received for replacement swing seat. CR to go back to
the original supplier of the equipment for a quote.

Retrospective approval for payment of an invoice for unblocking a drain at the
playing field:

e DR proposed the retrospective approval for payment of an invoice of
£319.80 for the unblocking of a drain at the playing field ; NSM
seconded — all present agreed.

JH to obtain a quote to have the drain cut down to ground level.

Unauthorised Access Insurance
Carried forward to the October meeting.

Ivy Stream Pit/Queen Street
The parish council permit the resident to cut the Ivy back.

Old School Hall
A quote has been received for £211 to supply and replace taps in the gents at
the OSH (the current taps keep sticking on and wasting a lot of water).

¢ DR proposed to accept the quote ; NSM seconded — all present agreed
Window Cleaning: Mr Gould, who cleans the windows at the OSH, has
retired. JH sought a quote from Bradley Shephard to clean the windows at
the OSH. Bradley came back with a quote of £25 per clean to clean the
windows bi-monthly (6 times a year). JH to obtain a quote for cleaning the
pavilion windows, bi-monthly (provided £25 or less per clean to go ahead
immediately).

e DR proposed to accept the quote and agree to the cleaning of the

pavilion windows for £25 ; NSM seconded — all present agreed

Outstanding Items
Grass Matting: 3 Quotes sought, 2 received.
Quote 1: £2,960.00
Quote 2: £3,850.00 (quote covers a larger area than quote 1)
e CR proposed to accept quote 2 ; NSM seconded — of those present DR
agreed, AK abstained
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15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22,

Bollards: 3 quotes requested, 1 received.
Quote received for £1,380.00 to supply and install 15 bollards at various
locations around the village.

e NSM proposed to accept the quote ; AK seconded — all present agreed

Speedwatch

In July, we held 6 sessions, recording 103 offenders out of 1,430 passing
vehicles, which equates to 7.9%. In August, we held 5 sessions, recording 96
offenders out of 1,092 passing vehicles, which equates to 8.8%

Allotments
To allow for a small contingency to be built up, it has been suggested to
increase the allotment rent for 2026/27 by a maximum of 3%.
e CR proposed to increase allotment rent by a maximum of 3% ; NSM
seconded — all present agreed.

Bench Lower Green
Carried forward to the October meeting.

Highway Improvement Plan (HIP)

A response has been received from Mike Martin and Claudine Russell. JH, CR
& MG to meet and populate the HIP with the suggestions put forward by
Claudine Russell and Mike Martin.

Neighbourhood Plan
Carried forward to the October meeting.

Climate Action
A £1,000 grant has been obtained for the regeneration of Trafalgar Wood. A
plan needs to be drawn up for the next actions.

Planning

There will be an opportunity for members of the public to speak for a
maximum of 3 minutes before the planning applications are discussed.
Please remember a parish council is a statutory consultee in the planning
process but has no statutory powers - only the right to comment.
Application: 25/01956/FULL

Proposal: (Retrospective) Proposed swimming pool, pump house extension to
garage & landscaping.

Address: The Lawns, Rye Road, Sandhurst, Cranbrook, Kent, TN18 5PQ
Comments: 10 September 2025 - Extension granted 15 September 2025
This application was discussed, ho comments were made.

Correspondence to Clerk

Email received: I am very disappointed that the contractor has been out to
cut the hedge but the problem persists. The amount cut off was barely the
amount of growth over the last year. The hedge is still out of control and
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getting even higher and more overgrown every year. When will it be taken
down to the level it was correctly managed 5 years ago?

Can you please get back to the contractor to address this problem? It seems
that the current contractor is not capable of doing a proper job and urgently
needs to be replaced.

Can you also please confirm that the contractor understands that the new yew
hedge does NOT need strimming and should NOT be strimmed or cut while it
grows.

It was confirmed with the contractor that the new Yew hedging should not be
strimmed or cut.

Email received: I wanted to write & let you know what a great job you have
made of updating & providing new play/exercise equipment at the Sandhurst
playing field/recreation ground.

We live in Icklesham, Sussex, but have very distant Cruttenden ancestors in
the village 1700s onwards, many of them baptised, married or buried at the
church.

For the last 12 years, we have made visits with our 2 boys & they have always
enjoyed the facilities. Even more so now! You have a great range for all ages,
and I wish some other parish councils would take a leaf out of your book
regarding the choices they make!

It is lovely to hear positive feedback.

Email Received: I went on a walk today, starting on footpath WC295 from
Millers Meadow and across the fields where the horses are. The landowner
has put electric fencing across footpaths WC293 and WC292, which means you
have to crawl under it to carry on the walk. I can understand he wants to
make sure his horses do not escape, but surely this is unacceptable, as it
meant my sister and I had to crawl under it. I don't want to make a fuss, and
we were lucky as we are both able-bodied, but some walkers might find this
very difficult. Is there something that can be done about this, please?

Any issues with footpaths need to be raised with Public Rights of Way.

23. Date of Next Meeting

14 October 2025

11 November 2025
Mark Griggs CC: For Information
Chairman, Sandhurst Parish Council County CliIr Claudine
Russell Borough Clir
Ellen Neville

Borough ClIr Beverley Palmer
Borough Clir Tom Dawlings
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